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Grave of a true Amerlcan hero dlscovered here

Shepherd was-one
‘of North Royalton’s
founding fathers

By MELISSA MARTIN
The Post staff writer )
.. For more than 160-years now, one of
North Royalton’s best-kept secrets has been
buried along the Westem edge of Mugicipal
Cemétery..
. His name is John Shepherd and: when

- he ‘died in 1847, he was 117 years old.

Given the. timg in history in which. he,
Tived, Shepherd’s long life is nothing, short.

ofremarkable Still, his trie claim to fame - :

is not his'age, but his [ife story — one that
‘not only centers. arotmd theé birth’ of the-
“United States, but-the advent of Royalton
“Towiship, now known as North Royaltori,

Exceptforﬂ\emodeststoneﬁxatmarks o

his grave, which fappens tobe-off-by one:

year giveni a, calenidar change that took,
- plage during Shephexd’s Jifetirre; httle dn--
- formation was known about the old soldxer

“buried in thé plot until earlier this- yéar..
That’s when Charles Phebus, a genealogist
and descendént of Shépherd, uriearthed hxs

* fourth great- gxandfather 's story. :
“T¢ .continues_fo amaze me thaf most

people, living in North Royalton everi had'a :

‘clue that fhis man, this true American hero,

‘i buried there,” Phiebus, who lives inTexas,. -
smd “By :many dccounts, he is-ong"of the-

most historic participants in! the American
Revbluuonand an mﬂmdual with a hlstory
Tiké his is somethmg few towns can dupli:
cate
Bom in Pennsylvania i in 1729 Shep-.

’ herd served urider Géorge Washmgton dur-

dng both the French and Indian Wat: and

thé Ameucan Revolution. He .wds.one of

a handful of soldiers who' lived to tell the

tale of Braddock’s defeat during the Battle -

of Monongahela, near Pitisburgh, i 1755.

Thers, the army was defedted by Fiench aid
. -Indian forces, and- Washmgton {ed the few

‘rémaining. soldiers, mcludmg Shepherd,
~who was 26 at the time, back {¢ Virglma
Nearly 20 -years Tater, whén Shepherd
“was nearly 50, which was considered el-
derly by convéntional standards atthe time,
‘national records indicate hé agaig took up:

< Jatms as parf of the Amiérican Revolution.

Agam he fought under- Washmgton and
‘was by his side at the battles of Brandywine,
Geunantown, ‘White Marsh and Mon-

- riiouth, He also i said to have suffered with -

Ahe general at Valley Forge duririg ifie frigid
wmte’r of 1777: - |
Shepherd,-who was wxdowed and had

‘a, young daughter at the;beginning of the -

Revo}uuon,was ultimiately dlschargedfmm
‘the army in 1781 after he was wounded in

" battle. He remairied a woman named Eliza-
- beth Gould in the 17805 and, ‘together, the
: eouple had nine more chxldren

The Shephierds moved from Pennsylva—
nid td Ontario County, New York in .1805.,

" In 1816, again-a: widower, he moved to
, Royalton, Ohio with his daughter, Margaret

Engle, and her fatmly According to early

records, Phebus says, Shépherd drove the

first team of oxen.into Royalton and he and
the Engles were arong the first setlers in
fown.

i But the history lesson "doesn’t stop
there In addition tq being a part of the birth
of ;a nétion, ‘Shepherd was also an eyewit-

ness to the city’s birthi, says Mayor Robert
- Stefanik,

“On Nov.9, 1818 tHe 88-yéar-old vet-
eran sat in the Home of his daughter and
son-indaw, Robert Engle, with whoni he
lived, and likely witnessed the first election
of town offices in North Royalton,” Phebus
sa.ld “And he lived to see the town pros-

Shepherd spent the last years of his life

as. a resident.of Royalton ‘Township, where -
. his earthly remains were buned right in the

heart of town.

Because of the role he played in hxsto—-
1y, both nationally and Jocally, Phebus has'

been working with city officials, the'North
Royalton Historical Society and thé West-
em Reserve Historical Society to organize
an official John-Shepherd commemoration -
ceremony to take, plaoe lhiére next summer.
The ‘event, which is tentatively sched:

Shepherd’s headstone shows the wrong age, and spells his name dlfferently, but Phe-
bus said the stone j$ lncorrect and will iikely b be replaeed as part the cefemony in June .

uled for Iune - 26-217,is expectecl to feature
a -propér buirial cerémopty and. American
Revolution battle: re-enacmlents af Merno-

rial Paik. Also.in corsideration a part.of’

the event, which is ‘being organized by Phe-
bus, are an ‘'ox roast, parade, costume: ball

" and shooting contest and more.

More details, including times and plac-

es, will be announced as plans finalize, Phe-

bus says,
“My thought is that this could: eventu-

. ally come o be an annual event,.” Phebus -
says, addmg that’ history buffs regmually'

ds well as nationally would be drawa to the
event, “Somethmg Iike this would definite-
Ty put North Royalton on the map ]

And- nghﬂy s0, say historical and- ge-
riealogical sociéties nationwide,

Actording to Edward Yay Pershey, vice ’

president .of ‘special projects and exhibits
_for the Western' Reserve Historical Society,
‘the: organization’s imission is -to preserve

and interpret the history of Northeast-Ohio, .

to which Shepherd played a ciitical role.,

~ “A section in the northeast corner of
- what in 1803 became the state of Ohio was
50 reserved, Connecticut promptly sold the
land to 4 private group of investors, The

‘Connesticut Land Company; that surveyed *

and sold the land in parcels viaa lottery sys-

tem,” Pershey said, noting his is the Tikely

reason Shepherd and his- family telocated.
“The first residents. of this- part of Obhio,
were, therefore, largely from Connecticut
including war veterans.”:

Already supported by a number OF pa-
triotic societies, historic sites; and organiza-

~tions such as The Saciety of The Cincinnafi,

The Society of Colonial Wars, The National

ica and various 18t11—century Ie-enactment
groups fiom Virginia to Ohio, Pershey says

*the event also has the spport of the West-
. e Reserve Histori¢al Society.

Similarly, Tames Bartlinski, diréctor of
Carlyle House Historic Park-in Alexandiia,
Va., says he, too, stpporis thefestwmes

“Iohn Shepherd’s- life story compels-
me, not only as the Director of Carlyle

i ) House but akan hlstonan and-an Amencan,

to support the June 2010 programs honor-
ing this remarkable man,™ Baitlinski ‘said.
“Shepherd was not only-a witess, but a

. participant in two defining events in Arderj-
- - -can history — the French and Indian War and

. the Atperican Revoluticn. Through his long
* service, sense of duty and patnotlsm, he left

behind ‘& légacy that merits remembrance;

" "Bylionoring, Shephetd we;als honor those

countless “unknown - pairiots ‘who plédged

- thelr.hVes fortuues and honor for liberty.”

Bartlinski says: :the- commemorauve

b ‘programs; planned for, Juie 2010 ‘to honer
" “Shephierd’s service t6.the, caise of Anneri-¢

can Independencewﬂl put into actiort key-

< initiatives to edicate the public-about the

French and Indian “War and the' American
Revalution.

“An additional motlvatlon for support-

mg the planned activities in North Royalton
is that they will-have a posmve impact on
the town’s ecoriomy. by attracung hew tour-
ist dollars to thie community, as well as mak-
ing the public aware that North Royalton is
home to one of the most histonc graves in
America,” he said;
.. 'Tom Jordan, the ¢ity's commumty de-
velopment diréctor, ‘said the city is in the-
process of having Shepherd’s gravesite
designated as an historic s1te by tlie state of
Ohio. He said thetity has already submgitted
the application and i is.aiwaifing a response..

If and when the approval commes

“ through, Jordan says the.gravesite- will be

designated with a hlstoncmaﬂcer honoring

-Shepherd’s mlhtary $ervice. He said the site

was marked with a brass star. hononng his
yeam of servme at one. titme, but over ‘the
years, the star was. elther desttoyed or sto-
len.

“The city’s longtimé cémetery workers.
sdy.that the stars used {0 be placed near the
graves of all veterans, but slowly, they’ve
been disappearing over time,” he said.

Because of this soldier’s historical ‘Sig-
nificance, Phebus says he’s looking to con-
stnict a more pérmanent tribute to Shepherd

as part of ﬂle commemoratlon

“This man and hisear(hly remains have

gone largely uspoticed by evéryone for

far‘too long,’* Phebus said.-“Tt’s time: that
changes.” -
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